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Dear Friends:

 The school playground is something many of us take for granted. Kids 
go to recess, they run around and then they come back to class ready to
start learning again. That’s what I remembered. Then one day in 1996
when I was visiting an Oakland elementary school, I had a chance 
encounter with a frustrated principal who gave me a dose of recess 
reality and asked for my help in changing the recess dynamic. And just
like that, Playworks was born.

But while Playworks began as a response to the challenges of recess,
what we’ve learned is that recess has the promise and potential to be
one of the most powerful tools of the school day. 

It’s now 15 years since Playworks launched on our first playgrounds.
We have grown and learned some important lessons along the way.
For the staff, recess has been an amazing teacher, and one we want 
all our children to have as they grow. Here are some of the lessons the
playgrounds have taught us:

• A school that gives children the opportunity to learn and prove
themselves beyond the classroom creates an environment that not only 
lifts those who most need it, but elevates all in its learning community.  

• When kids are given the tools to “play it out” when they have minor 
conflicts, not only do they go back to class ready to learn, they 
continue to use these tools in other areas of their lives. 

• When children are given the opportunity and support to be playground
leaders, they will wear that mantle proudly and make a difference 
to others.

• When a game is introduced that everyone can play, more children 
get physically active and move beyond the sidelines.

Play is a great reminder that our children want the same things that
we want as grown-ups — they want a challenge, a chance to succeed,
some measure of control over the world around them and a chance to
know and be known by others. These are the very components of a
game, the experiences that ultimately help a person develop the skills
of empathy, teamwork and leadership.

This year’s annual report, celebrating our 15th anniversary, is a great
reminder of the lessons that recess has to teach us. Many thanks to
all of you for learning and playing alongside us. It is an honor and a
pleasure to be on your team.

Jill Vialet
CEO and Founder
Playworks

“In play a child always be-

haves beyond his average age,

above his daily behavior. In

play it is as though he were a

head taller than himself.”

Lev Vygotsky

Russian psychologist

1896–1934
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Perla Gallegos Leads the Way

For Perla Gallegos, a fifth grader at Denver’s Harrington Elementary, 
wearing the purple junior coach shirt is a responsibility that transcends

the fun and games she leads. For her, and others like her, it’s an
opportunity to make a difference and be a leader on the playground.

As a Playworks junior coach, Perla is tasked with helping to set up the 
playground, hand out equipment and most importantly, play with the younger kids.

“I like being a junior coach because when kids have problems I can be an 
example and show them what to do,” she says. “I also help keep them safe and
get them interested in playing games so that they are excited to go to school.”

The benefits follow her from the recess yard and back into class. “It’s fun to be
a junior coach because you are a leader for kids. You feel better in class 

during math and writing and learn more because you are 
active,” she explains.

“Before I was  a junior coach I was exhausted in class and I didn’t get much
work done. I didn’t feel happy about myself. Now as a junior coach I do my

work better and I am happier and excited to be in school.”
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CHANGING BEHAVIOR CHANGES MORE THAN THE PLAYGROUND

For Bennett Elementary Principal Jossette Buendia, the key to student
success is keeping them on point both academically and behaviorally.
And Playworks is helping her do both. In a low-income, high-need 
Detroit community challenged by high unemployment and crime, 
creating a positive school culture is a priority.

Buendia believes that behavior in elementary school determines 
success in middle and high school, so it is important to her to create 
a positive school climate that allows kids to play and learn skills such
as conflict resolution and teamwork.

“We need to get those behavior issues in check and their bad habits
off to the side so that the day has the greatest portion spent on 
academics rather than refereeing,” says Buendia.

In an urban environment, where people are so accustomed to looking
out for themselves, she explains, there’s more of an edge around 
disrespect. “When a child feels disrespected, out come the balled
fists, thrown chests and ‘bring it on’ posture. In the past I’ve broken 
up fistfights between kids tha t have started as a simple accident that
escalated. With Playworks we use positive words and it helps them.
The kids use Rock-Paper-Scissors now and work it out.” 

Staff surveys at Bennett last year support Buendia’s point. Staff who 
responded to the annual Playworks survey re  ported an increase in the
level of cooperation and the use of conflict resolution strategies and a
decrease in the incidents of bullying at recess. They also unanimously
reported an increase in the level of participation in academic activities,
an increase in cooperation with others during class and an increase in
students’ abilities to focus on class activities. 

“They’ve learned new skills. I’ve seen an improvement in procedures, in
the manner students interact with each other. There’s more teamwork
in the classroom, more conversations when there are conflicts and
rock paper scissors instead of that menacing posture. It’s nice to see
a little more return to innocence for these kids.”

“A school-based youth 

development program can 

be especially powerful by 

supporting students’ feelings

of connectedness to school – 

a critical protective factor 

for reducing risk behaviors 

in youth.”  

Masten & Coatsworth, 1998;

Resnick, et al. 1997

“ Effective schools seek to develop and reinforce character 
traits, such as caring, citizenship, fairness, respect, 
responsibility, and trustworthiness, through a systematic
approach that includes adult modeling, curriculum 
integration, a positive school climate, and access to 
comprehensive guidance and counseling services.”
Elementary Makes the Grade! (California Department of Education, 1999)
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Playing it Forward with Playworks Training

As Playworks moves forward to realize our vision that every child will get to play 
every day, training is taking a front seat role. Last year, Playworks Training helped 

make playgrounds more fun and manageable by training adults to make them safer
and more inclusive. Playworks Training conducted an average of two workshops a 

week (125 total), training more than 2,500 adults in 237 different schools and 
organizations that serve nearly 80,000 youth.

Playworks Training enjoys tremendous success with schools and districts. We also 
provide training and technical support around the country to reach youth beyond

school hours. In Georgia, for instance, the Atlanta Falcons Youth Foundation 
contracted with Playworks to provide after-school providers and other youth 

workers with valuable tools, group management skills, and instructional
resources to better serve youth during out-of-school time.

“Our grant partners describe Playworks’ training as the best professional training they
have ever received,” notes John Bare, vice president of The Arthur M. Blank Family

Foundation and Atlanta Falcons Youth Foundation. “Through extraordinary expertise 
in game facilitation, conflict resolution, youth development principles and program

modifications, Playworks trains teachers and after-school counselors to re-imagine 
recess and recreation time. The Playworks approach creates a fun, respectful and 

inclusive environment to engage youth in healthy, active lifestyles."
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COMMUNICATION AND TEAMWORK REPLACE 
FIGHTING AND CHAOS 

For Claire Stubbs, before Playworks, recess at Edward Gideon 
Elementary in Philadelphia was the toughest time of the day. The
fourth grade teacher dreaded picking her students up after recess.
“Once the soccer balls and kick balls went flying over the fence, that
was the end of that. The kids were bored and had nothing to do. They
were fighting at recess, not doing much of anything constructive and
it continued into the classroom.”  

As a result, she would spend 15 minutes after recess every day getting
her students back on target. “I’d pick them up from the yard and
someone would try to tell me about the fight. Or we’d have to go
visit the school nurse,” she explains. “Then, once I got the kids to 
the classroom, I’d have to spend time trying to get them together
enough to settle down.” 

But when Playworks came to Gideon, she began to see a change. “Kids
learned teamwork, sportsmanship and how to play together without
fighting,” she explains. “You could see the difference. The problems
were not brought back into the classroom. Students would come back
from recess with all the energy out and they were ready to focus.”

The benefit extended beyond the weekly hour or more of reclaimed
teaching time, says Stubbs. “One of the most positive things about
Playworks was it helped the kids learn to communicate better with
one another through play. And from there, students learned to talk to
each other and solve problems without getting into fights.”

“Before Playworks, I spent so much time trying to resolve conflicts
over nothing. When students learned to play games and cheer each
other on and play as a team and be good sports, it translated into 
their every day communication with each other.”

Principals report that the 

majority of discipline-related

problems occur outside of

class time (87%) with the 

majority of those occurring

during recess or lunch (89%).

When asked what would 

improve recess at their

schools, they prioritized 

an increase in the number of 

staff to monitor recess, better

equipment, and playground

management training, in 

that order.   

Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation, The Gallup 

Organization  

Last year, teachers and principals surveyed at Playworks 
partner schools around the country reported reclaiming 
more than 24 hours of teaching time per classroom — 
time formerly lost to resolving issues brought in from
the playground.
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••Playworks Cities

 ▲ ▲ Playworks Training

••Salt Lake City 2011 •

“The biggest change is during recess. I see students 
learning to solve conflicts on their own, and in a 
positive way, which is very empowering, and allows 
their play time to be mostly about playing and having fun.” 

Michelle Rodriguez, Teacher
Edison Charter Academy, San Francisco

At Denver’s AXL Academy, the Playworks difference on 
the playground was “astounding” says Principal Audra 
M. Philippon. Compared to the previous year, significant 
disciplinary incidents (requiring office referral) at lunch 
recess dropped from 40 to 10. Total injuries on the 
playground dropped from 242 to 51. 

“Before Playworks, our recess yard was a continual 
battle as we tried, short staffed, to get kids involved and 
keep them from having conflict. With our struggling kids 
who are constantly being pushed in academics, I worry 
about them losing the fun of school. Playworks helps put 
the fun back in.” 

Lana Penley, Principal
Marysville K-8 School, Portland

Coach Lawrence English was named Playworks’ Rookie 
of the Year. “Coach worked with teachers and students to 
teach cooperative activities and conflict resolution skills 
that changed the culture of our school.” 

William Clark, Principal
Stepping Stones Charter Elementary School, Houston

••Portland 2009

San Francisco
2003  East Bay  1996

Silicon 
Valley 
2006

“With more than 800 students, it was very difficult to keep our 
students safe and orderly. Teachers reported that many of the 
problems that began on the playground spilled into the classroom, 
affecting academic time. With Playworks, the school transformed – 
almost completely eliminating bad playground behavior.” 

Cesar Torrico, Principal, 
Shirakawa Elementary School, San Jose

••Los Angeles  2009

••Phoenix 2011

••Denver  2010

•

•
“When the junior coaches visit our c
their self esteem grow, building confi
realize they have untapped potential
younger kids. As teachers, we’re alw
moment of understanding from our s
coaches, they experience that momen
new games.” 

Judy Bjorklund, Teacher, 
Prosperity-Hayden Heights School, S

•

“Playw
graders
of junio
their re
exampl
school 

Debora
Bagley 

“Playworks has allowed our children to share leadership 
in a positive way. Coach Antoine has offered training 
for students that is powerful and positive. This has been 
one of the best programs that has come to Garfield 
School in the past decade.”  

Jan Nuno, Principal
Garfield Elementary School, Oakland

At Payne Elementary in Inglewood, Principal Becki 
Blanco says since Playworks arrived in fall, 2009, 
school suspensions due to fighting have dropped from 
an average of 10 per year to 0. She has not had one 
incident of fighting and the number of office referrals 
has dropped dramatically.

Albuquerque 
2011
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Milwaukee
2011

Baltimore 2005 •

Chicago 2011

Durham 2011 

“...Since the Playworks program, the 
instances of bullying have diminished to a 
remarkable degree. Children not only enjoy a 
well organized cooperative play experience, 
they are gaining life skills in problem solving, 
peer negotiation and leadership.”

Simon Ho, Principal, 
Josiah Quincy Elementary School, Boston 

“Before Playworks, it was a nightmare to pick my kids up 
from recess and try to continue a day of teaching. There had 
always been intense fights or just random running around, 
and they were exhausted, angry, and stressed. Trying to 
calm them down and de-escalate them took forever.” 

Teacher 
Potter Thomas School, Philadelphia

“I have several students who were having problems 
communicating with others, which caused classroom 
disruptions. Since the Playworks program started, the 
numbers of classroom disruptions from these students 
has decreased significantly.”

Teacher
Harford Heights Elementary School, Baltimore

•Houston 2010

“Students have learned how to settle disputes and they 
come back to class ready to work rather than with 
conflicts for the teacher to solve.”

Teacher
Intercultural Charter School, New Orleans

•Detroit 2010 

Twin Cities 2010 

our classroom, I watch 
confidence as they 
ntial to really help 
always looking for that 

our students. As junior 
oment as they introduce 

ol, St. Paul   

•Boston
     2006

ayworks Detroit trained more than 200 4th and 5th 
ders to be leaders in their schools by assuming the role 
junior coaches.  Each of the junior coaches carried out 
ir responsibilities in an excellent manner. By their 

ample, other children wanted to become leaders in the 
hool as well.”

borah Winston, Principal
gley Elementary School, Detroit

“Playworks is helping our school become 
more cohesive as a community of parents, 
staff and students. Our Playworks coach 
has played an integral role in bringing 
parents and students together in the 
spirit of play and fitness. Our kids seem 
more active in general and happier.”

Teacher
Lincoln Elementary School, Newark

Washington, DC
2006

Newark/New York 2009

“The students have grown as leaders as 
well as playmates. Fairness and problem 
solving in social situations has also 
improved. Students are more able to 
work through disagreements. They even 
say: ‘Remember how Coach Akita told us 
about this?’”

Teacher
West Education Campus, Washington, D.C.

Philadelphia 
               2010 

Jackson  2011

New Orleans 
2008
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 2010-2011
INSTITUTIONAL DONORS:

24 Hour Fitness
Action Bag Company
Active 20/30 Club
Adina Beverages
Advent Software, Inc.
AEGON/Transamerica Foundation
AGG Intellectual Property Law
Albuquerque Community Foundation
All Stars Helping Kids
Alman Supermarkets, Inc
Amelia Peabody Foundation
American Dietetic Association
American Heart Association
AmeriCorps
Ameriprise Financial
Anchor Steam Brewing Co.
Annie E. Casey Foundation
Anschutz Foundation
Aqui Cal-Mex
Archie and Viola Meinerz Family 
   Foundation, Inc.
Arias Deli and Restaurant
Arkin & Weissman
Avatar Hotel
Awards Trophy Company
Baltimore Community Foundation
Baltimore Ravens
Baltimore Sports & 
   Social Club Inc
Bank of America
Bank of America Charitable 
   Foundation
Banks Family Foundation
Bar of the Gods
Barney & Barney Foundation
Barney & Barney LLC
Bay Area Discovery Museum
Bayou Beer Garden
Be More, Inc.
Bell & Henry PC
Bellaire Chiropractic & Rehab
Bethune at Fitzgerald School
Better Bites
Bingham McCutchen LLP
Bi-Rite Creamery
Bishop Elementary
Bloomspot.com
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
   New Mexico
Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
   Massachusetts
Boston Celtics Shamrock 
   Foundation
Boston Children’s Hospital
Boston Hides & Furs, Ltd.
Boston Scientific Foundation
Boston Symphony Orchestra
Breakside Brewery
Brick City Bar and Grill
Broadway Auto Body And
   Repair LLC
Brooklyn Brewery
Brown Brothers Harriman
California HealthCare Foundation
Cantina Creative LLC
Cape Cod Beer
Capital Group Companies
Capital Source Bank
Capitol Information Group, Inc
Cartoon Network
Carval Investors
Casa Del Matador
Casa Health and Fitness LLC
Celerius, Inc
Center for Inspired Teaching
Ceridian
Charles Crane Family Foundation
Charles Schwab
Chevron Humankind Matching
   Gift Program
Chevy’s Fresh Mex
Chipotle Mexican Grill
Chobani Yogurt
Chubb and Son
Cisco Systems, Inc.
City Feed & Supply
Claneil Foundation
Clayton Baker Trust
Clear Channel
CLIF Bar
Cole Hardware
Colina Ventosa LTD
Collins Foundation
Colorado Health Foundation
Columbia Sportswear
Community Foundation for
   Southeast Michigan
Cookie Lee
Cork & Bottle
Corks N’ Canvas (Metairie)
Corks N’ Canvas (Uptown)
Costco
Coverity, Inc.
Crescent City SEC Kickoff 
   Party, Inc.
Crescent Porter Hale Foundation
Crowdrise
Cupertino Electric
Daniels Fund
David and Loa Mason 
   Charitable Trust
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP
DBA Broadway Auto Repair
DeSantis Breindel
Detroit Industrial School
Detroit Public Schools
DFV Wines
Dick’s Sporting Goods
Dickstein, Shapiro LLP
Discovery Museums
Dodge and Cox
Dominion Ice Cream
Domino’s Pizza (New Orleans)
Dopo
Douty Foundation
Doyle Chiropractic
DPR Construction, Inc
Dundalk Pediatric Associates
East Coast Auto Group LLC
Eaton Vance Management
El Camino Hospital
Ellington Handbags
Ernst & Young
Ets-Hokin Studios
Evelyn and Walter Haas, Jr. Fund
eXude Benefits Group
Fairview Insurance Agency 
   Associates
Fam 1st Family Foundation
Farley’s East
Federal Hill Preparatory
   Elementary/Middle
Ferry Street BBQ
Field House Baltimore
Finish Line Youth Foundation
Finn McCool’s Irish Pub
Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow,
   Garrett & Dunner LLP
Flatbread Somerville
Food Front Northwest
Food Should Taste Good, Inc.
Fortigent
France Gresham LLC
Franklin Park Coalition

Frazee Paint
Free Advertising, Inc.
FTI Consulting
G&B Solutions, Inc.
Gallagher Goldman Fund
Gallup Consulting
Gap, Inc.
Garcia Hamilton & Associates LP
General Mills Foundation
George A. Ohl, Jr. 
   Charitable Trust
Giant Food
GoCar Tours
GoGirlGo!
Golden Girls LLC
Google Foundation
Green Apple Books
Green Tree Community Health
   Foundation
Groupon
Gymboree
Hamel Builders
Hands On Bay Area
Hanson Bridgett
Harris Teeter
Harvard Women’s Basketball Team
Harvest Table
Health Management Resources
Healthcare Foundation of 
   New Jersey
Higher Achievement
Holland & Knight
Honest Tea
Hoover Family Foundation
HopeLab
Hot Studio
Houston Dynamo Charities
I Do Foundation
Interworks LLC
J.P. Licks
James Irvine Foundation
Jenisis Group
Jessie B. Cox Charitable Trust
Jewish Women’s Foundation of 
   Metrowest NJ
JLohr Winery
Johns Hopkins
Johns Hopkins Medicine Office of 
    Community Services, Government 
   and Community Affairs
Juan’s Flying Burrito
Jubitz Family Foundation
Junior League of Detroit
KaBOOM!
Kabuki Springs and Spa
Kaiser Foundation Health Plan
of the Northwest
Kaiser Permanente
Kaiser Permanente Community
   Benefit
Kalele Foundation
Kashi
Kings Care Foundation
Knowledge Universe US Foundation
Kohl’s
Lakeview Harbor
Land Fund
Landmark Saloon LLC
Langenstein’s
Larry H Miller Charities
Lauren Rutten Photography
Laurence Meisner
Legacy Emmanuel Medical Center
Legends Hospitality
Lesher Foundation
Li-Ning
Liberty Hotel
Little Gym
Live Oak Unitarian Universalist
   Fellowship
LiveOps
Lockhart Vaughan Foundation
Lord’s & Lady’s Salon
Los Angeles Lakers Youth
   Foundation
Lovelace Health Plan
Macy’s Corp
Maize Restaurant
Mariposa Salon and Spa
Marquette University
Matching Gift Center
Mattel Corp
Maxim
McNeely Foundation
Mendelson Family Fund
Metrovation
Metta Fund
MGM Grand Detroit
Microsoft
Milton and Sophie Meyer Fund
Mintz, Levin
Moksha Yoga
Montgomery Alliance for
   Community Giving
Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz
   Foundation
Morrison & Foerster LLP
my fit Foods
National Football League
National Forum for Black Public
   Administrators
Natixis Asset Management
NCHM Charities
New Balance
New England Core Supply, INC.
New Jersey Family
New Jersey Symphony
New Leaf Brands
New Orleans Recreation 
   Department
New Orleans Saints Community
   Affairs Department
New York Life Foundation
Nike
Nob Hill Spa
Nokia Nice Employee Matching
   Gift Program
Novartis Pharmecutical 
   Philanthropy and Community 
   Relations
Nvidia
OAKCARE Medical Group
Oakland Athletics
Oakland Raiders
Occasional Wife
O’Garas
Oil States International
Old Mill Boarding Kennels Inc.
Olive Branch Cafe
One California Bank, SFB
One Stop Cleaners
Oregon Sports Action
Oregon Sports Authority
Pappas BarBQ
Parkway Bakery and Tavern
Patxi’s Pizza
Paul and Edith Babson Foundation
Paul Hastings
Perez Auto Center, Inc.
PG&E
PGE Foundation
Philadelphia 76ers
Philadelphia Police Athletic 
   League
Philip L. Graham Fund
Phillies Charities
Pierson Family Foundation, Inc

Pitman Family Dentistry
Planet Granite
PNM Resources Foundation
Political Boost
Pop Chips
Portland Timbers
Portland Timbers Community 
   Fund
Portland Trail Blazers
Positively Haight Street
Prichard Communications
Primatics Financial
Proponent Credit Union
PUSH511
Quest Software
Real Salt Lake
Redwood Day School
Regent Travel
Regional Management
Reliant Energy
Rene’s Motorcar Sales
Republic National Distributing 
   Company
Restaurant James Randall
Revolution Foods
Rhino Lacrosse
Rickshaw Bagworks
Road ID
Robert E. Dillon Foundation
Robert Half International
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Root Cause
Rotary Club San Francisco
Ruth Stroup Insurance Agency
S. Mark Taper Foundation
S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation
S.H. Cowell Foundation
Salesforce Foundation
Salesforce.com
San Francisco 49ers
San Francisco Federal Credit Union
San Francisco Foundation
Schwab Charitable Fund
SCVNGR
Seawall Development Co, LLC
Seton Hall University
Share Our Strength
Sharon’s Stones
Sherman Elementary 
   (SFUSD) PTA
Silver Eagle Distributors
Silver Spring Networks
Social Innovation Forum
Sorenson Legacy Foundation
Sorrento Italian Market
Southwest Airlines
Spirit Mountain Community Fund
Sports Authority
Sports Basement
Sports Club/LA
Squeal Barbecue
Squire Sanders
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey L.L.P
Staples Foundation for Learning
Starbucks
Super F Paint
Symantec
Target Baltimore West
Temple Bar (Grafton Group)
The Beehive
The Bill Healy Foundation
The Boston Foundation
The Charles Hotel
The Curry Foundation
The David and Barbara B. 
   Hirschhorn Foundation
The Dun and Bradstreet
   Corporation Foundation 
   Matching Gifts Program
The Energy Project
The Fireplace, LLC
The Fred C. Rummel Foundation
The Harry St. A. O’Neill 
   Revocable Trust
The Macht Fund 
The Morrison & Foerster
   Foundation
The Sheridan Group

The Weatherspoon Charitable
   Foundation
Tiger Claw
Tin Roof Brewing Company
TMH of Avon LLC
Topaz Thai
Total Health Care, Inc.
Trader Joe’s SF
Tsai Family Foundation
Tunheim Partners
Turrell Fund
Twelve Mile Limit
UCare Fund
Ula Cafe
United Healthcare (UHC)
United States Tennis Association
United Way of Massachusetts 
   Bay & Merrimack Valley
United Way of Texas Gulf Coast
University of Oregon
University of Portland
UPS
UPS Foundation
US Bank
Utah Grizzlies
Van Duyn Chocolates
Varian Medical System

2010-2011 IN HONOR OF:

Abby Rotwein
Adeola Whitney
Aenor Sawyer
Alan Connell
Alex Pratt
Alexa Gabriel
Alison Singer
Alison Vaux-Bjerke
Allie Smith
Allison Amphlett
Allison Singer
Allyson Perron
Amanda Casey
Amanda Gambill
Amanda O’Malley
Amir Valian
Amy DeLair
Andrea Woolley
Andrew Kroon
Annie Burnette
Annie Cooke Dickens 
Antonio Carnes
April Cummings
Ardyth Hall
Arielle Fleisher
Asha and Sarika Mackay
Ashley Decena
Ashley Tremonte
Baby Kulkin
Bari Schwartz
Bea Berlin
Ben Gibboney
Ben Seymour
Bermuda Schwartz
Betsy Burroughs
Bill Jersey
Breanna Bolerjack
Brendan McFadden
Brent Procida
Brian Fendell
Britin Bolden
Brittni Tanenbaum
Callie Kniffin
Camila and Emily Marquis
Carly Plotkin
Carol Cook
Cassie Title
Charlie Barone-Shaw
Cheryl Buhl and Bob Trickett 
   Family
Chloe Caplan
Chris Conard
Cindy Wilson
CJ Strauss
Clarence
Clover
Coach Jam
Coach Johnson
Coach Kim
Coach Maura
Coach Rachel 
Coach Sydney Silver
Coach Trell
Coach Wayne 
Colby Gordon
Coleman Maxwell-Beard
Colleen Harvey
Dan Bonfigli
Dan Fitzgerald
Dana Logsden
Dana Pulda
Dave Rothenberg
David Chaet
David Dial
David Minor
Deborah Brodheim
Deborah Jospin
Dennis Vaux
Devin Nolan
Dillon and Mackenzie Morris
Dominique Wilkins
Donita Johnson
Doug Strobel
Douglas Stockel
Dr. Matt Rechler
Dr. Spaghetti

Dwell Magazine
Dwight
Eben Dower
Ellen Goodman
Emily Lyons
Emily Rapp
Emma Rapp
ER Taylor PTA
Eunice Dunham
Felicia Mott
Florence and Gerald Spero
FocusCatalyst
Susan Rothstein and John 
   Koeppel
Gabi Schwartz
Gabrielle Jones
Gary Fennington
George Gant
Gerald H. Title
Glen Tripp
Glenn Goodrich
Grant Olson
Gus Jiminez
Haleigh Grace Cooper
Hannah Velez
Happy 30th, Rose
Happy Birthday to Paul
Harriette Sheldon Rugh
Hayley Peters
Helen McNichol and 
   George Egan
Henry Goodman
Honour McClellan
Imtiyaz Hussein
Iris Ridgway
Jacey Totta
Jack
Jaime Pimsler
Jane Colson
Janelle Averill
Janet Hirsch
Jason, Ali, Sydney, Daniel 
   Gerlach
Jeannine Gant
Jerold and Phyllis 
   Rosenberg Family
Jessica and "Patch"
Jessica Kohnen Karaska
Jessica Long
Jessica Myers
Jessica Pringle
Jessica Williams
Jim Brown
Jimmy Lomas
Jo Christie
Joan Figurski
John R. Medley
John Wallace
Johnson Tran
Jonathan Blasher
Jonathan Gay
Jonathan Lawrence
Joni Martin
Jordan Brezel
Jordan Card
Jory Card
Joseph Davis
J.Ro
Julia Arteaga
Julia Dillon
Julie Slevin
Justin Mincey
Kaitlynn Jaeger
Kami Betournay
Kara Kling
Katherine
Katherine Sheridan
Kathryn Maly
Kathy Lambert 
Katie Ernst
Katie Sheridan
Keith Pernell
Kerry Whitacre Swarr
Kevin James
Kevon Beresford
Kim Lombardi
Kimberly Buddin
Ko Cousin
Kristin Blakely
Kymberle Zielinski and
   Timothy Gange
Lainie Morgan

Laura Mendoza
Lauren Rosales
Lee Barrett
Lilly and Jon Dukes
Lily Kreimer
Linda Mayle
Lisa Frydenlund
Lisa Ordway
Lisette Dorner
Lucas and his mom, Tracy
Williamson
Lucy Fox
Luther King
Malcolm Duff
Mallory Josol
Marc Nation
Marc Osherson
Marcus Johnson
Margaret Woolley
Marjorie Nightingale
Mark Manz
Marquerite Brent
Mary Anderson
Mary Ann Friedrich
Matt and Anita Rechler
Matt Ferro
Maura Greehan
Max Fripp
Megan Cusick
Megan Hartley-Riegle
Megan McDonald Gilmore
Megan Morrissette
Melba Fidalgo-Colino
Meredith James
Mia McNeil
Micah and Liat Bycel
Michael McNeil
Michelle Barron
Mike McNeil
Miles Gay
Milo
Mimi Rockmore
Molly Moran
Monica Guen
Mr. & Mrs. James Robinson
Nathan Brickman 
Neetu Agrawal
Neil Hiltz
Nicholas Chesak
Noah Shaw
Sue Kleiner
P.J. Caren Kohnen Brent
Patrick Corbin
Paul Carr
Paul Nelson
Paul Zimmerman
Phil and Elizabeth Ash
Charlotte Johnson
Preston Frazier
Rachel Hustedt
Rachel Martin
Rebecca Dacso
Renell White
Richard James
Richard Lambert 
Robbie and Toni Robinson
Roger Mendelson
Rose Barcklow
Ruby Buckley
Ruth Beauchamp
Ruth Waddell & Eric Stockel
Samantha Collier
Samantha K. Weiss
Samatha Swar
Sandra Heintz
Saundra Beacham
Scott Leader
Scudo Love-Andres
Shannon McCarthy
Shantrell Sneed
Sherry Schlindler
Sinclair Ceasar
Stephan Fox
Stephanie Krutsch
Stephen Kropp
Stephen Ward
Steve Costello and Sallie Alcorn
Steve Fox
Stuart Jackson
Susan Kleiner
Tara Doherty
Taz Hussein

The Advisory Board Company
The Arlington Mud Hens
The Curtis Family
The Graves Gamily
The Layne Family
The LIFE Cancer Survivorship
Transition Program 
The Mimi Fishman Foundation
Tim Yindeepit
Toby Zimmerman
Todd Robertson
Tom Henkaline
Toni Adams
Ty Warczinsky
Vanita  Sarita Bhargava
Wayne Everbeck and
   Sammy Loveless
Zachary Angerthal
Zack Seegers
Zara Cadoux
Zeyn Desai
  

2010-2011
INDIVIDUAL DONORS:

Michael Abadi
Andrea Abara
Monica Abasolo
Pam and Joe Abate
Kwabena Abboa-Offei
Mary P. Abernathy
Andrew and Krista Abrahams
Laura Abrams
Benjamin Ackerly
Barbara Ackerman
Loren Ackerman
Chris Acone
Mrs. Nancy Adamczyk
Colleen Adams
Danielle Adams
Dawn and Daniel Adams
Greg Adams
Jack Adams
Toni Adams and James 
   Robinson
Trey Adams
Roland B. Adams Jr
Audrey Addison
Viola Adhami
Linda Adinolfi
Leonard Adler
Lee Adourian
Ms. Neetu Agrawal
Kirkland Ahrens
Patricia Ahrens
Joanne Ainsworth
Emily Marie Aker
Kevin and Judee Akers
Andrea Albertini
John and Alex Alderman
John and Mylea Aldrich
Arlene Alegre-Chin
Gina Alfonseca
Matthew Aliberti
Evan Allen
Jason Allen
Kirby Allen
Mark and Kristen Allen
Priscilla Alvarenga
Rafael Alvarez
Paula and Tim  Ambrose
John Ames
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Chiamaka Okwu, Being the Change

When Chiamaka Okwu, “Coach Chia,” joined Playworks
as an AmeriCorps member in Oakland, California, 
she saw her service commitment helping her to 
“become the change I wanted to be in the world.” 
An honors graduate from Cal State Long Beach, she
wanted to combine her passion around advocacy and
social justice by working in underserved communities.

“I wanted to serve and AmeriCorps provided the 
opportunity,” she says. With her service, she’s learned
new lessons as well.

“The playground is a microcosm of society, where games
parallel life,” reflects Chia. “Games give us a way to 
develop common ground regardless of our differences.
Each person is coming into the game with their own set 
of experiences, background and perspectives, and you 
have to adjust accordingly.  At the end of the day for the
kids, it’s about having fun. And at Playworks, we play 
hard and have fun, too.”
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Gabriella Spinelli
Dr. Mary Ann Spires
The Spohn Family
Elizabeth A. Sprague
John Spriggs
Amy Sprott
Heather Spurrier
Lukas and Nazie Spurrier
Ryan Spurrier
Rebecca Srivanek
Jinny St. Goar
Gary St. John
Michael and Valli Stagen
Alison Stahl
Camille Stanchick
Marianne Staniunas
Joline and Jim Stapp
Andrea Stark
Charles Stark and 
   Terry McDonald
John and Rebecca Steber
Todd Steber
Thomas Steding
Jeff Steen
Michael Stein
Michelle S. Stein
John and Carole Steiner
Katherine Steiner
Robert Stekson
Scott Stephens and 
   Leslie Houston
Neil Stephenson
Derek Stern
Doug and Esta Sternberg
Courtney Stevens
Liz Stevens and Nancy Oswald
Darnell Stevenson
Brad Stewart
Carrie and Robert Stewart
Larry Stifler
Tammy Stigile
Henry Stirman
Mason Stober
Douglas Stockel
Eric and Ruth Stockel
Susan Stockel
Doru Stoica
Linda Stoick
Thor Stolen

Cheryl A. Stone
Darren Stone
Jacqueline Stone
Nan Stone
Dr. Kim Stooke
Mark and Jennifer Storms
Charles Strauss
C. J. Strauss
Judy Strauss
Lynn Strauss
Whitney Street
Rob and Linda Strickland
Neil and Diane Strobel
Shari Strobel
Katina Strong
Ruth Stroup
Heather Stuart
Carol Studier
Susan and William Studier
Nancy L. Sturge
Irene Sufrin
Mathew Sugarman
Pat and Tom Sugrue
Danny and Melody Sullivan
David Sullivan
Maureen Sullivan
Rebecca Sullivan
Thad and Jen Summers
John Sumser
Stephen Sundell
Alice Supton and Michael
Chanowitz
Matt Sutko and
   Francine Rosenberger
Kenneth Suzan
Tom Swafford
Meaghan and Mike Swanson
Samantha Swarr
Katie Swartz
Julie Sweeney
Maria Sweeney
Sallie Sweeney
Kelly Swietlik
Jonathan Swiger
Rasheda Swinton
Rachel Swirsky
Ronique Sylva-Beverly
Audrey L. Sylvia
Katie Symons
Greg Szilagyi
Catherine Szyjka
Rimma Tabakh
Margaret and Ben Tadano
Afsanah Tafreshi
Mahesh Tailor
Lonnie Talbert
Greg Taleck
Sarah Tallmadge
Jon and Liz Talotta
Catherine Tang
Yvonne Tang
Kim Tanner
Lindsey Tanner
Shannon and Philip Tapley
Beth Taquechel
Pamela Tarnowski
Michael and Kathryn Tatlow
Norma Tatterfield
Andrea Taylor
James Taylor
Kimberley and Timothy Taylor
Wendell and Deborah Taylor
Debra Taylor Johnson
Volker Teller
Michael Tenelanda
Angenee Tenette
Jeff Terry
Mike Teti
Paul Teti
Christine Therrien
Sian Thiessan
Kalene Thoma
Abim Thomas
Antoinette Thomas
Barb and Bruce Thomas
Barbara Thomas
Elaine Thomas
Elizabeth A. Thomas
Estell Thomas
Neil Thomas
Ronnie Thomas
Steve Thomas
Tim Thomas and 
   Bonnie McDonald
Caroline and Renee 
   Thomas-Jacobs
Janet Thompson
Karen A. Thompson
Katie Thompson
Kim Thompson
Kimberly Thompson
Marissa Thompson
Sarah S. Thornburg
Raffle Tickets
Thomas J. Tierney
Madrical Tillman
Missy Park and Dana Tillson
Cheryl Ting
Cassie Title
Fred and Debbie Title
Kerri Tkach
Elliot Tobin
Jessica Toda
Lisa Todd
Sarah Tolson
Mark Tomb
Caryl Tomlinson
Kim Tomlinson
Anita Tonsing
Patricia Toomey
Brian Topley
Sarah H. Torkelson
Cam Torreon
Maxine Torres
Sarah and Angel Torres
Bob Totans
Silvia Totolici
Laura and Darren Towers
Marcia Townley
Susan Tracy
Derek Trageser
Julie Tran
Michael Tran
Susan Tran
Elizabeth T. Traphagen
Ashley Tremonte
Brandy Trice
William Trimpi
Adriana and Ronald Tringale
Bich Trinh
Lane and Erin Trisko
David Trost
Stephanie Trott
Kim Truesdale
Frederick Trujillo
Lisa M. Tryder
Barbara R. Tschida
Jesse Tubb
Katherine Tucker
Lolita Tucker
Maryann Tucker
Maura Tucker
Nora Tuite
Lisa Tulloch
Donald Tully
Mike Turchetta
Alexia Turner

Arielle Turner
Jennifer Turnham and
   Matthew Mulcahy
Felix Twaalfhoven
Phyllis Twilley
Pete and Pat Tyanich
Beverly Tyler
Benjamin Tymann
Shelagh Udovch
Valerie Ugrinow
Curt and Julie Umhoefer
Jenna Untiedt
Renata Urban
Stefanie Utomo
Nathan R. Vail
Robert Valdini
Maria Valente
Jim and Phyllis Valentine
Tia Valentine
Vanessa Van Bui
Robert and Christine Van Kirk
Katie Van Leeuwen
Sal and Mark Van Wert
Tara Vanacore
Clay Van Batenburg
Joanne Vanderlaan Luby
Brittany Vanderpool
Larry and Lauren Vander Veen
Marissa Vane
Angelica Vargas
Erika Vargas
Diane and Charles Varney
Jessica Varney
Diana Vasquez
Tamara Vatnick
John S. Vaughan
Dennis Vaux
Mary Vaux
Thomas Vaziri
Hector Vazquez
Dina Velez
Susan Veligor
Danielle Vellon
Alexia Venafra
Matthew Thomas Ventimiglia
Carrie Verkman
Dionne Vernon
Nicholas Vetter
Jill Vialet
John and Joyce Vialet
Shannon Viard
Anita Visser
Carlo Vitale
Steffanie Vitale
Jason Vitug
Matthew Vivian
Elaine Vogelhut
Morgan Vokey
Irwin and Sue Volin
Ann von Germeten
Tamara Von Matt
Amanda von Moos
John Voorhorst
Jeff and Erica Voreis
Ricky Votobernales
John and Margaret Waclawsky
Alex J. Waddell and 
   Katie C. Waddell
Nicole Wadsworth
Johannes Wadya
Maureen Wagner
Audrey Waidelich
Jeff Waite
Beatrice Waits-Mast
Casel Walker
Elizabeth Walker
Kyra Walker
Malinda Walker
Amanda Wall
Sean Wall
Gregory Wallace
Jake Wallace
John and Kayla Wallace
Lisa and Neal Wallace
Rick and Mara Wallace
Wallace Myers and 
   Henry Thurlow
Eileen and Jeff Wallach
Jason Wallach
Carl Wallin
Christina Wallis
Susan Walpole
John Walsh
Michael and Wendy Walsh
Sean Walsh
Kirk E. Walters
Monica Wamsley
David and Sui Wang
Melody Wang
Sandia Wang
Deborah M. and Gerald P. Ward
Stacy Ward
Thomas Ward
David Ware
Liane Ware
Andrew Warneck
Chris Warner
Jacqueline Warner
Chontel Washington
Michael Washington
Elizabeth Watkins
Darren Watsky
Elizabeth Watson
Zac Watson
Tyhera Watts
David Wax
Julie Wayman
Heather Weake
William and Karen Webb
Thomas Webbert
Madeleine Weber
Hoser Webster
Kimberly Webster
Maura Navin Webster
Ann Weeby
Laura Weeks
Andrea Weeman
Aaron and Jill Weeter
Paul and Sally Weglinski
Suzanne Weidman
Alexandra Weil
Mike Weil
Mark Weinmeister
Judy Weiskopf
Joy Weiss and Sandy Bowman
Karina and Dun Weiss
Patricia Weiss
Robert Weiss
Helena Weiss-Duman
Weithman Gulsak Family
Brett Wejrowski
Pam Welch
Brent Welling
Craig Wells
Elaine Wells
Paul Zimmerman and 
   Diana Wells
Madeline Wendt
Bonnie Wentworth
Nora Wentworth
Bonnie and Scott Wentworth
Maureen Wesolowski
Sandra Westall
Carrie Westever
Mary Wheeler
Shelley Whelpton and Adair Fox
Doran Whipple

Stewart Whipple
Julie Whipple and John Coutts
Lynne and Hunt Whitacre
Kerry Whitacre Swarr
Kenneth Whitebloom
Geni Whitehouse
Lester Whitfield
Ryan J. Whitford
Lona Tracee Whitley
Adeola Whitney
Bethine Whitney
Mark Whittington
Richard Whobrey
Hope Whye
Colin Widdoes
Kristen Wiedersum
Erik Wiener
Michael Wier
Rolf Wietelman
Erin Wiggins
Andrea Wilcox
Monica Wiley
Phillip and Timmie Wiley
Benjamin Wilhelm
Dominique Wilkins
Alison and Matt Wilkinson
Lucas Wilkinson
Ian Willard
Chris Williams
Christine Williams
Dorothy and Richard Williams
Gwen Williams
Jason Williams and 
   Patricia Mitchell
Judy Williams
Justin Williams
Skinzo Williams
Tana Williams
Lara Williamson
Patricia Willis
Barbara Wilson
Bob and Pat Wilson
Cindy Wilson and Rick Prime
Courtney Wilson
Fiona Wilson
Geri Wilson
Janet Wilson
Laura Wilson
Dana Wiltsek
Herbert Wiltsek
Ky Winborn
Jack and Linda Winemiller
Malaisha Winfrey
Valencia Winfrey
JoAnne Winter
Kayla Winter
Michael Wisner
David Wissert
Joanna Witherill
Laura Witt
Paige Witte
Robert Witte
Mary P Wixted
Wojcik Family
Tom Wolejko
John and Debbie Wolf
Bruce and Jan Wolfe
Keith Wolff
Stephen and Laura Wolford
Dore Wong
Valerie Wong
Rhonda Woo
Angela Wood
Grahame Wood
Janet Wood
Crystal Woodman
Kenneth R. Woods
Robert Woods
Laura Woodward
Darlene Woolley
George and Catherine Woolley
Rebecca Worley
Kay Worthington
Chelsea Wrenn
Borden and Emirena Wright
Gratia Wright
Victoria Wright
Charles Wu
Louise Wu
Max Wu
Christine Wubbolding
Michael Wuertz
Erin Wygal
Betty Wyss
Juan Yanez
Earl Yates and Kristin Wells
Patricia Yates
Kathleen Yazbak
Fiona Ye
Emily Yee
Julie Yee
Alex Yen
Daeun Yi
Ryan Yi
Asaf Yigal
Charmaine and Jack Yoest
Alice Yong
Matthew Yopchick
Christine Young
Jennifer Yu
Kil-Young Yu
Patricia Yu
Jeremy Yun
Adriana Yunes
Mary and Paul Zaander
Julie and Larry Zachary
Martha Zackin
Diane Zagerman
Zakrewski Family
Symeon Zannikos
Brian and Beth Zappitello
Barbara Zappulla
David Zas
Natalie Zeituny
Daniel Zeller
Jennifer Zeller
Stacey Zerner
Anna Ziamandanis
Kym Zielinski
Tom Ziemann
Paul Zigman
Jeanne Zilliox
Stephanie Ziman
Jodi Zimmer
Eugene and Karen 
   Mary Zimmerlink
Chris Zimmerman
Nicholas Zimmerman
Paul Zimmerman and 
   Diana Wells
Robert Zimmerman and
   Elizabeth Fajans
Sandra Zimmerman
Selma Zimmerman
Robert Zimmermann
Steve Cutler and
   Wendy Zimmermann
Jenna Zinicola
Lori Zink
Ryan Zipper
Erin K. Zwaska
Greg Zwettler
Michael Zyborowicz
Sarah Zykanov



31% ($6.4M) Revenue from School Fees

9 % ($2.0M) Government Grants

7% ($1.4M) Individual/Corporate Contributions

10% ($2.1M) Other Revenue

43% ($8.9M) Foundation Grants

83% ($17.6M) Programs

7% ($1.4M) Fundraising

10% ($2.2M) General and Administration

12.

2010-2011 PLAYWORKS FINANCIALS 

Playworks relies on a diversified funding model for sustainability.
Schools pay about 31 percent of the cost of the program, contributing
to a sustainable funding base and growth. The remainder of funding
comes from a combination of private   foundation, government,
corporate and individual supporters.

“ We’ve invested in Playworks since 2005 because it offers a 
practical but revolutionary solution to the challenge of recess. 
Before Playworks began to work with schools, we heard time and 
time again that recess had broken down into chaos.We’ve seen 
how the program transforms the school climate, improving out-
comes in kids’ health, behavioral wellness and readiness to learn.”
Jane Lowe, Team Director, Vulnerable Populations Portfolio, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

  Playworks is especially grateful

for the continued support of 

our national partners:

SOURCES OF FUNDS

USES OF FUNDS

creo






Albuquerque, New Mexico 2011

Baltimore, Maryland 2005

Boston, Massachusetts 2006

Chicago, Illinois 2011

Denver, Colorado 2010

Detroit, Michigan 2010

Durham, North Carolina 2011

Houston, Texas 2010

Jackson, Mississippi 2011

Los Angeles, California 2009

Newark, New Jersey 2009

New Orleans, Louisiana 2008

New York, New York 2011

Oakland/East Bay, California 1996

Portland, Oregon 2009

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 2010

Phoenix, Arizona 2011

Salt Lake City, Utah 2011

San Francisco, California 2003

Silicon Valley, California 2006

Twin Cities, Minnesota 2010

Washington, D.C. 2006

380 Washington Street
Oakland, CA 94607
510-893-4180 ph
510-893-4378 fax

www.playworks.org

Playworks is a 501c3 nonprofit organization.

All donations are tax-deductible.

Playworks is grateful for the continued 
support from the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation.

Photography: 
Anukul Gurung
Carrie Richards
Roger Tully 

Design: 
www.kevinakers.com

Special thanks to:
George Peabody Elementary
Katheryn Hughes Elementary School
Sherman Oaks Elementary School
Hamilton Elementary/Middle School

Director, Student Programs and Services 
Alameda County Office of Education 

Dru Desantis, Secretary
Principal
DeSantis Breindel

Randy Drake, Chair
Senior VP of Fitness and Business 
Development 
24 Hour Fitness 

Marlon Evans
Office of Global Social Innovation
Hewlett-Packard Company

Roger King
Independent consultant 
Non-profit sector 

Sue Levin
Oregon Executive Director
Chief Marketing Officer
Stand for Children

Aenor Sawyer, MD
Assistant Clinical Professor, 
Pediatric Orthopaedic Surgeon 
Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, 
University of California, San Francisco 

Mark Seiler, Treasurer
Metrovation 

Kim Tanner
Senior Program Officer 
Jenesis Group 




